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the fact that they can travel from Maine to California 
without meeting a single soldier. They feel that we are 
a strong nation because we cheerfully bow to the majesty 
of the law and are not confronted and intimidated by 
military satraps. May this fair picture never be defaced ! 

CROSS AND GOSPEL. 

Every Christian nation of the world has its own 
national flag ; it fights under its own chosen leaders, it 
listens to its own favorite war-cry. But there is one 
banner before which they all should bow, and that is the 
banner of the Cross; there is one leader whom they 
should all revere and worship, and that is Christ, the 
Prince of Peace ; there is one clarion trumpet to which 
they all should hearken, and that is the trumpet of the 
Gospel. 

The teachings of the Gospel form the only basis of 
peace for the rulers of the earth. All the arts and re- 
sources of diplomacy will be in vain, all the courts of 
arbitration and peace conferences that ever shall assem- 
ble will avail but little, as experience demonstrates. All 
their deliberations will be so much waste paper unless 
their decisions are guided and framed under the invoca- 
tion of the Lord of Peace, who sits enthroned on the 
Cross. 

May all the rulers of the earth draw their inspirations 
from the Prince of Justice ! May they learn from this 
divine Oracle that nations as well as individuals are 
responsible for the violation of justice, that " what they 
sow they shall reap," that "righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but that sin maketh nations miserable." May 
our rulers and magistrates be ever guided by the golden 
maxim of Christ : " What ye would that men should do 
unto you do ye unto them in like manner." 

PLEA FOE PEACE. 

God grant that the new century which has just 
dawned on us may inaugurate a new era of peace, fulfill- 
ing the prophecy of Isaiah, "They shall turn their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into sickles; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they be exercised any more by war." May the 
Christian rulers contend among themselves, not as to 
which shall invent the most death-dealing weapon of 
war, but which shall devise the most useful implements 
of husbandry and agriculture ! May the people of the 
several states of our Union, and particularly of Mary- 
land, strive in friendly emulation in outstripping one 
another in the paths of progress and enlightenment and 
material prosperity ! May trade and commerce, the arts 
and sciences, flourish in this fair city of Baltimore! 
May her citizens be more and more conspicuous for 
justice and temperance, for fraternal charity, for recti- 
tude of character, for every civic and religious virtue 
and for every quality that uplifts and ennobles the man, 
and may the blessings of Christianity be diffused 
throughout our beloved country! 

t m i i 

Suggestions to Christians. 

BY EEV. EENEST C. SAUNDEES. 
Rector of the Church of The Messiah, Rhinebeck, N. i. 

In view of the call of the National Central Committee 
of the Twentieth Century National Gospel Campaign to 
special prayer for the evangelization of the world, may I 
make some suggestions ? 



It is a notorious fact that the real obstacle to the 
progress of the gospel of Christ is principally the disre- 
gard of the teachings of Christ by the Church at large. 
Christendom is professing to believe in them, but there is 
not a Christian state that even professes to be guided by 
them in its relations with other states. Indeed, the 
history of the nineteenth century exhibits as utter a dis- 
regard of the principles of Christianity by all the king- 
doms of the world as was shown by the nations of 
antiquity before Christ came. This is so notorious that 
it does not call for proof, though the treatment of China 
by Christendom for the last hundred years, the war in 
Africa, and our own treatment of Porto Rico and the 
Philippines may be cited as illustrations. 

The internal government and social conditions of every 
nation, due to the principles upon which individuals 
habitually act, prove that men at large do not always 
practice the teachings of Christ in their relations toward 
each other. Self-interest is the freely acknowledged 
motive which governs the vast majority of even profess- 
ing Christians, and most of them will express a naive 
surprise if it is suggested that this is wrong, unless they 
are wrought to anger that any one should find fault with 
them. The slums of our large cities, the criminal disre- 
gard so often shown by employers for the welfare of 
their workmen, the carelessness with which we remain 
quiet and indifferent while children are compelled in 
thousands to grow up as criminals, is the proof. 

The Church itself is the greatest scandal of all. In- 
tended to be one in such a way that it should always be 
a standing witness to the world of the brotherhood of 
mankind and the real unity of all good men, it is split up 
into hundreds of sects, each governed in its relations to 
other sects by the common principles which actuate man- 
kind, and each also split up and its strength paralyzed 
by internal disagreements on trivial points. Proclaim- 
ing love and goodwill to all men, and preaching that 
• these are the principles which should actuate and govern 
all men in their dealings with each other, it has not 
simply shut its eyes while they have been habitually dis- 
regarded, and never protested as a Church against such 
doings, in defiance of Christ's teachings, but has sanctioned 
appeals to war by nations, and condoned the adoption by 
individuals of self-interest as the law of business and 
private life. 

Before Christ came with his teachings force was the 
recognized source of right, and war was the natural and 
normal state of society. His doctrines were intended to 
put an end to such a state of things, and every one 
admits that if they were put in practice generally they 
would do so. Yet to-day wars of aggression and defense 
are as common as ever, and Christendom is in a fever of 
apprehension and unrest because of the conditions that 
prevail. 

The words of St. Paul, in writing to certain people 
hundreds of years ago, have a singular applicability to 
the Church of the present day, and deserve careful 
attention from all who call themselves Christian men. 
"Thou, therefore, that teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself? Thou that preachest a man should not 
steal, dost thou steal ? Thou that sayest a man should 
not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery ? Thou 
that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege ? Thou 
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that makest thy boast of the law through breaking the 
law, dishonorest thou God? For the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles through you." (Romans 
2: 21-24.) 

It cannot be denied that the greatest obstacle to the 
more general adoption of the principles of Christ and of 
the reception of the Gospel exists in the inconsistency 
between the principles and practice of those who call 
themselves Christian men. Heathen nations are justified 
in refusing to listen to nations who invade their shores 
with missionaries and Maxim guns, and in the same 
breath demand the surrender of their beliefs and of 
their lands. 

It will doubtless be objected that the teachings of 
Christ, though very noble and lofty, are impracticable 
for humanity to adopt ; that to do so would require a 
complete remodeling of society, for which we are not yet 
ready, and that we cannot see the way clear to put them 
wholly in practice. But if we cannot accept Christ's 
teachings ourselves, why, in the name of common sense, 
should we preach them to others ? If we cannot organize 
our own state upon really Christian lines, why should 
we devastate China with fire and sword because she 
cannot do what we find impossible? Has Christendom 
ever given heathenism any practical evidence of the 
benefit of accepting Christianity ? 

In place of universal prayer for the extension of the 
Gospel, it would be far more to the point that Christen- 
dom should confess that it has almost wholly failed to 
act upon the principles of Christ, and has continued to 
put in practice the very principles he condemned. Uni- 
versal confession of this fact and the concentration of 
the efforts of all thoughtful men upon the discovery of 
the way in which Christendom can be made Christian is 
what is needed, and if we open the century with this, it 
cannot but be that a real stride will be made in its 
course towards its accomplishment. 

There has never before been a time in the life of the 
world when such a thing was so possible. The failures 
of the past are so patent, the consciences of so many are 
aroused, the study of sociology has progressed so far, 
that if we are only willing to confess that as Christians 
we have wholly failed to do what we should have done, 
and sincerely begin to seek to find the way by which 
Christ's teachings may be genuinely adopted, and then 
will apply all our energies to the work, no one can doubt 
that God will guide us ultimately to the full solution of 
the problem. 

I do not wish to seem to ignore the large amount of 
private work done by devoted men and women for the 
betterment of society, though it must not be forgotten 
that many of these workers on the principles of Christ 
are not professors of Christianity as a religion. My 
point is that the time has come when the Church of God 
as a whole should confess that it has forgotten the prin- 
ciples of Christ and fallen back upon primitive and 
pagan social ideas, and should begin with humiliation for 
the past and determination for the future to live up to 
its calling, to seek to Christianize Christendom. When 
the Church has fairly begun this, there will be no need 
to pray for the evangelization of the world. 

I cannot see any more than others how this is to be 
done, beyond what I have said. The first step is to 



recognize and confess that we have gone wrong, and 
then, with prayer to God for guidance and the strenuous 
use of all the helps available, to search out the way to 
amend. I make the suggestion that, wherever Chris- 
tianity is professed, the heads of all religious bodies 
should appoint a week of confession and humiliation for 
this purpose, with prayer that the Church may be guided 
by God into conformity with her Master's teachings. 
The last week of Lent, from March 31 to April 6, would 
be a natural time for the great majority of the Christian 
world. — New York Times, January 4- 



Myself and You. 

BY H. LAVINIA BAILY. • 

There are only myself and you in the world, 

There are only myself and you; 
'Tis clear, then, that I unto you should be kind, 

And that you unto me should be true. 

And if I unto you could be always kind, 

And you unto me could be true, 
Then the criminal courts might all be adjourned, 

And the sword would have nothing to do. 

A few fertile acres are all that I need, — 

Not more than a hundred or two, — 
And the great, wide earth holds enough, I am sure, 

Enough for. myself and for you. 

The sweet air of heaven is free to us all; 

Upon all fall the rain and the dew; 
And the glorious sun in his cycle of light 

Shines alike on myself and on you. 

The infinite love is as broad as the sky, 

And as deep as the ocean's blue, 
We may breathe it, bathe in it, live in it, aye, 

It is life for myself and for you. 

And the Christ who came when the angels sang 

Will come, if the song we renew, 
And reign in his kingdom, — the Prince of Peace, — 

Keigning over myself and you. 

O then may I be unto you always kind, 

And you unto me always true ; 
So the land may rest from its turmoil and strife, 

And the sword may have nothing to do. 

Richmond, Ind. 
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New Books. 

Put up Thy Sword. A Study of War. By James 
H. MacLaren. New York and Chicago : The Fleming 
H. Revell Company. 12mo, cloth. 191 pages. Price, $1. 

This is a radical piece of work, though somewhat too 
general and compilatory in style. The author's position 
is that "war is entirely wrong in its nature, wrong in 
principle, wrong from every point of view, that no straw 
of argument in its favor can stand unbroken." He ap- 
peals, primarily, to Christ as the supreme authority in 
the matter, and shows that the spirit and precepts of 
Jesus are such as to make war entirely incompatible 
therewith. The argument is conducted in the form of a 
dialogue between Brain and Brawn. There is not much 
that is new in the argument on either side. Brawn 
brings forward the usual stock arguments of the defenders 



